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Chapter Thirty-One 

Edward Edward Edward Edward Harnett Harnett Harnett Harnett & & & & LouisaLouisaLouisaLouisa    ParkerParkerParkerParker    

Far Side of the WorldFar Side of the WorldFar Side of the WorldFar Side of the World    ----    IIIIIIII    
Edward Harnett’s Family 

One of the great difficulties in solving the origin of our English, and in fact many 

European, surnames is the use of localising or imitating.  When the parentage was lost or 

forgotten, people began to pronounce their names in a way that conveyed a meaning or an 

association—Goodyear for ‘Goodier’, Physick for ‘Fishwick’, to name just two examples of 

many.  Another problem was the indifferent use of adding the letter ‘h’ as a prefix—such as 

Hadcock instead of ‘Adcock’, and in our particular case Harnett instead of ‘Arnett’ or ‘Arnold’.  

The primary source of this interesting surname is the Norman French male given name 

"Arnaut, Arnott, (H)ernaut", itself coming from the Old German "Arnald, Arnold, Arnolt", a 

compound of the elements "arn", eagle, and "wald", rule.  One Rogerus filius (son of) Ernaldi 

was recorded in the Domes-day Book of 1086, and an Hernaldus de Bolonia was noted in the 

Red Book of the Exchequer, dated 1212.  Pre 7th Century Anglo-Saxon and Old Norse 

baptismal names were usually distinctive compounds whose elements were often associated 

with the Gods of Fire, Water or War, or composed of disparate elements.  The surname from 

this source was first recorded towards the end of the 12th Century (see below), and further 

early examples include: Lecia Arnet (Cambridgeshire, 1273), and William Arnold (Suffolk, 

1277).  In the modern idiom the name has several spelling variations ranging from Arnald, 

Arnaud and Arnot(t), to Harnett, Harnott and in the case of our family, hidden in the passenger 

list under the label of “Hurnett”.  On February 4th 1639, Emblem Harnett and John Hobson 

were married at Westminster, London. Harnett may also be of Irish origin, and an Anglicized 

form of the Old Gaelic "O'hAirtneada", descendant of Artnead, a male given name from the Old 

Irish "art", a bear.  The name is mainly found now, as in medieval times, in south-west 

Munster.  On July 25th 1799, Daniel Harnett and Mary Rourke were married at Killarney, 

County Kerry.  The first recorded spelling of the family name is shown to be that of Puntius 

Arnaldi, which was dated 1196, in the "Pipe Rolls of Devonshire", during the reign of King 

Richard I, "the Lionheart", [1189-1199].   
 

JOHN HARNETT, b. abt. 1765; d. 4 February 1852 

Married: 24 October 1796 John Harnett, yeo. bach. of Minster, Thanet & Jane Bushell of the s sp, 24 October 1796. Benjamin 

Bushell of the s yeo. bond. Book: Volume 33. Collection: Kent, Surrey, London:- Canterbury Marriage Licences, 1781-1809 

JANE BUSHELL, daughter of Benjamin Bushell; b. 1764; baptised: 4 July 1764; d. 13 December 1863, aged 99;  

Children: of JOHN & JANE HARNETT are: 

i. JOHN HARNETT,  b.abt.1797; died young before 1805 when another John is named 

ii. JANE BUSHELL HARNETT,  b. abt. 1799, m. CLARKE 

iii. CATHERINE HARNETT,  b. 1800. 

iv. WILLIAM HARNETT,  b. 1801 in Minster. 

v. SARAH HARNETT,  b. 1804. 

vi. HARRIETT HARNETT,  b. 29 January 1805. 

vii. JOHN HARNETT,  b. 1805 in Kent. 

viii. GEORGE HARNETT,  b 1806. 

ix. JANE HARNETT, b.1807 

x. MARY ANN HARNETT, b.1808 

xi. EDWARD HARNETT,  b abt. 1812 in Kent; d 10 February 1880, 5 Ellington Street, Ramsgate 

Married: 5 April 1840, at St. George’s Church, Church Hill (off High street) Ramsgate, Kent, England;  

MARY FRIGHT, Born. abt. 1817 at Minster, daughter of RICHARD FRIGHT and MARY SILK  

Children: EDWARD & MARY HARNETT included, 

i. RICHARD HARNETT, b. abt. 1841, at Ramsgate, Kent, ENG. Died 1884, Northland, NZ aged 44 

Married: DOLINA McGREGOR, b. Abt.1830 Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, Canada 

ii. LOUISA S. HARNETTb. abt. 1842, at Ramsgate, (Presumed dead before 1851 census) 

iii. EDWARD HARNETT, b. abt. 1844, at Ramsgate, Kent, ENG. Died 1914, Northland, NZ. aged 70 

Married: LOUISA PARKER, b. 20. January1850; St. Dunstan’s, Stephney 

iv. MARY HARNETT, b. abt. 1852, at St. Lawrence, Kent.  

Married: GEORGE SHEAFF, b. 25 Apr.1853 at Nonington, Kent 

v. JOHN HARNETT, b. abt 1856; at St. Lawrence, Kent;  

Married: SARAH ANN CRAYFORD, b. abt. 1857, at Herne, Kent. 

vi. HENRY HARNETT,  b. abt. 1858, at Ramsgate;  

Married: ALICE S. TILCOCK, b. 1866 at Edmonton, Middlesex. 
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Born about 1812, Edward’s father, Edward Harnett was the youngest child of eleven 

born to John Harnett [1765-1852] and Jane Bushell [1764-1863].  Edward’s father went on to 

marry local girl Mary Fright, daughter of Richard Fright and Mary Silk, on the 5 April 1840 at St 

George’s, Ramsgate on the coast of Kent. The marriage certificate lists his parents as John 

Harnett, (farm) labourer, and Jane Bushell, who are both buried, together with other Harnett 

ancestors in the church yard of St Laurence in Thanet at Ramsgate. At the time of the 1841 

census Edward & Mary together with 5-month-old Richard were living at Sion Row or Passage, 

Ramsgate.  According to the Census undertaken ten years later in 1851, Edward (aged 38), 

born about 1812-13 at Monkton and living with Mary his wife (aged 32) at 8 Ellington Road St 

Lawrence, Ramsgate, Kent, no more than about half a kilometre from West Pier mentioned 

above, and was employed as an agricultural labourer.  Edward's family was one of two Harnett 

families living in Ramsgate and some twenty in the county of Kent.  His relatives may have 

included Henry (45), William (40), George & John (34), all living in Minster, Kent.  By 1859 

Edward and Mary had four sons, Richard aged 18, Edward aged 15, John aged 2 and Henry 

aged less than 1. There were also two daughters, Louisa aged 17 and Mary aged 7.   

We know from a passenger list printed in one of Auckland’s earliest newspapers, The bi-

weekly “Daily Southern Cross”, that Richard (19) and Edward (16) left home and boarded the 

"Jura" on or about the last day of September 1859. They sailed for Auckland as steerage 

passengers, Saturday, October 1, 1859.  
 

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 1860 

 

 

 

 

 

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast 
 

Louisa Parker’s Family 

Sailing on board the "Jura" on the same voyage were Louisa's parents, Charles and 

Emily Ann Parker and their family, who came from Stepney, an eastern suburb of London, 

where five children were born.  Their fourth child, Jane died young aged just 2yrs.-4mths.  

Together with their four remaining children, they emigrated to New Zealand, sailing from 

England on the 1st. October, 1859 on board the “Jura”, as steerage passengers and arrived in 

Auckland on Sunday the 15th. January, 1860.  Louisa the eldest of their four surviving children 

would have celebrated her tenth birthday just five days after their arrival.   

The “Jura” was a 792-ton ship that made the first of three voyages to New Zealand in 

1858 sailing with 375 Scottish immigrants from Glasgow to Dunedin under the command of 

Captain Chambers.  Charles and Emily Ann’s voyage would have been the Jura’s second.  A third 

voyage was made by the “Jura” from the Clyde in 1862 with 283 migrants on board. (There was 

a second “Jura” a 2,241 gross ton ship, built by J&G Thomson, Glasgow in 1854 for the Cunard 

Line. Her details were—length 314ft x beam 36ft, clipper stem, one funnel, three masts (rigged 

for sail), iron construction, single screw and a cruising speed of 11 knots.  On 3 November 1864 

she was wrecked in the River Mersey with no loss of life. [‘North Atlantic Seaway’ by N. R. P. 

Bonsor, vol.1, p.144-5] I don’t believe this ship ever sailed the southern seas.) 
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Descendant Marjorie Prictor explains that Emily's brother William Robinson travelled with 

them, as his name is listed together with the rest of the family.  As proof to this, she writes, a 

search of the 1851 English census reveals that Emily and Charles had both William and 

Isabella (Emily’s brother and sister) living with them but without any sign of the older William 

Robinson, her father.  Her Mother Louisa had died by that time and maybe also her other 

brother Thomas as any definite proof he was still around cannot be found either.   

The plot thickens however when our eyes slide a little further down the passenger list of 

the “Jura” to notice an entry for ‘Richard and Edward Hurnett’ who just happens to be sixteen-

year-old Edward Harnett travelling with his nineteen-year-old brother Richard on the same 

voyage as the Parker family. After a voyage of 107 days they arrived on Sunday, January 15, 

1860.  

Charles Parker found work with a timber merchant in the suburb of Newton, while both of 

the Harnett brothers found employment in the Auckland Police force over the next 5 to 10 years 

with Richard working at one stage across the Firth of Thames on the Coromandel peninsular 

where gold was being furiously wrestled from the hillsides behind the township of Thames from 

about 1867 and the gullies of Karangaheke Gorge from 1875, and Edward attached to the 

Auckland water police.  There is a curious shipping intelligence listing for ‘E. Harnett’ passenger 

aboard a small 18-ton vessel named the “Vision” heading for Otago on October 10th, 1861, so 

perhaps Edward went south to check out the gold digging prospects of the South Island before 

returning, old enough now, to take up a position with the water police.  Newspaper records 

reveal both were still employed in police work giving evidence before a judge, Richard in 1864 

and Edward in 1865 and these careers probably continued well into the 1870’s.  

 

CHARLES PARKER, son of WILLIAM & SARAH PARKER OF Chipping Ongar, Essex, ENG. 

Born: 16 February 1824, Chipping Ongar, Essex, ENG.; Died: 27 February.1895, Buried: Tauhoa Cemetery, North Auckland. 

Married: 8 April 1849, St. Pancreas Old Church, London. 

EMILY ANN ROBINSON, daughter of WILLIAM ROBINSON & LOUISA JONES, of Westminster. St. James, 

Born: 14 January.1828, London ENG.; Died:  4 July 1912, Buried: Tauhoa Cemetery, North Auckland. 

Children: of CHARLES & EMILY ANN PARKER are, 

i. LOUISA PARKER,  b.20 January.1850, London d. 8 May 1922, Port Albert, buried Hukernui cemetery. 

ii EMILY SARAH PARKER,  b. 29 May 1852, in London d. 31 August 1926, at Port Albert. 

iii. CHARLES PARKER,  b. 15 July 1854 in London d. 25 May 1933 at Pukekohe NZ. 

iv. JANE PARKER,  b. ?? August 1856 in London d. 2 December 1858; Mile End Road hospital. 

v. MARY ANN PARKER,  b. 7 February 1859 in London; d. 1932 Tauhoa Cemetery 

vi. FRANK WILLIAM PARKER,  b. 26 March 1861 Newton, d. 2 January 1928 at Whitford 

vii. REBECCA ELIZA PARKER,  b.19 January 1864 Newton, d. 24 October 1947 Purewa 

viii. ELEANOR JANE PARKER,  b. 26 March 1866 Newton, d. 15 July 1931 at Tauhoa. 

 

The suburb of Newton is situated at the top end of Queen street, Auckland, like the dot 

on top of an ‘i’, and when Richard and Edward arrived in 1860 it was still brown ridges covered 

with tea-tree on every side.  Over the next decade and probably more than any other of 

Auckland’s suburbs, Newton’s character changed almost daily as cottages, homes, stores and 

even two and three storied houses rose dramatically and with remarkable speed.  With its easy 

access to the business end of town both trades people and merchants alike quickly realised its 

value seeing it as ‘the’ place to live.  As a result, the tea-tree or Manuka quickly disappeared at 

an astonishing rate to be replaced with neat rows of cottages, indicative of an industrious and 

populous town.  

Block after block was sub-divided into small building allotments, quickly brought to 

market, and just as quickly and eagerly snapped up, delivering what must have seemed like an 

obscene profit to the owners of the tea-tree covered land.  Allotments realising from 15s to 

30s a foot in 1862 were, just two years later, in 1864 worth £4 to £5 per foot.  

The Parker family came to live here in Cross street, one street back from Karangahape 

Road that was already becoming a busy thoroughfare of shops and businesses.  Three years 

later from the following insert found in the Herald we note that towards the end of 1867, 

Edward, now twenty-three, was also living in Cross street.  

The Harnett brothers must have either lived close to the Parker family in Cross street, or 

perhaps even boarded or shared the same home before a parting of the ways came when 

Richard married Dolena McGregor in August 1864.  However, by the time of the incident 
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reported below, Edward was married to Louisa Parker and father of Emily, born in September.  

Without further proofs it is supposed the young couple married soon after Louisa’s seventeenth 

birthday celebrated in January 1867 and were more than likely still living ‘at home’ with the 

Parker family. They may have even used the same occasion as an opportunity to celebrate 

their 7th anniversary in Auckland. 
 

The New Zealand Herald 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1867 

WHOLESALE ROBERY OF PIGEONS 

Charles Berry, a youth of about 16, was placed in the dock, charged with no 

less than four offences of stealing pigeons as follows: — 

Charged by Edward Harnett, with having, on 24th October, stolen from his 

premises in Cross street, Newton, four pigeons, value 30s.  

Charged by D, B. Watt with having, on the 20th October stolen from the 

premises of J. H. Watt, Shortland street, four pigeons, value £1 10s.  

Also, by Henry Maxfield, with having, on the 20th October, stolen from his 

premises, Hobson street, one pigeon, value 4s. 

And lastly by George Bell, with having, on the 18th October, stolen from his 

premises in Barrack street, three pigeons, value 4s 6d.  

Mr Commissioner Naughton appeared to watch the case for the prosecution. 

Edward Harnett deposed that four pigeons value 30s, had been stolen from 

him, which he identified in a box outside the Court.  

John Lee, a poulterer also deposed that the prisoner had sold him one of the 

pigeons, saying that he got it from his brother-in-law at the Tamaki.  

Sergeant Clarke also gave evidence as to the identification of the pigeons.  

A second charge of a similar character was clearly substantiated. 

The others were not gone into.  

His Worship sentenced the prisoner to four months’ imprisonment with hard 

labour, for each of the two offences; the second sentence to commence on the 

expiration of the first.  http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast 
 

Almost three years earlier in February 1865 the brothers presented a joint petition to 

the Auckland Provincial Council for a land claim.  Because Richard was married by this time it 

is thought that his name was attached to add weight to the claim, because within months of 

this claim being made he and Dolina went further north to settle near her family on the east 

coast at Parua Bay.  The land being claimed was located north of Auckland in the vicinity of the 

Kaipara Harbour on the west coast for at the same time, the wharf extension and road work 

required, including bridges, to access land and link the Deacon’s Point (Port Albert) wharf to 

the main north road in the region was put on record.  It is also where Edward settled for a 

time during the eighteen-eighties purchasing 240 acres near the Parker family whose 

descendants in the family of Lindsay & Marjorie Prictor still maintain a presence in the area 

into the 21st century not far from Wellsford. Nothing further appears to be recorded regarding 

Richard’s link to any land claim at Tauhoa. 

About a year after his marriage Richard went further north to settle at Parua Bay close 

to his bride’s family. Dolina’s Scottish pioneering McGregor family, had been victims of the 

Scottish Highland Clearances and migrated originally via Ullapool, to Nova Scotia. Later with a 

group of fellow Scots on the self-built “Margaret” they had sailed via Adelaide to Melbourne, 

where the ship was sold and a delay of 12 to 18 months was endured, before the party 

venturing on to Auckland and Whangarei Heads, New Zealand in about 1850.  

It is not certain whether the Parker family and Edward were waiting for the public works 

mentioned above to be undertaken, or whether there was some other reason for their delay, 

but they do not seem to have taken possession of their claim until about 1879 for both the 

Parker family, and for Edward and Louisa. In reading the Tauhoa news submitted by the 

Auckland Star’s local correspondent, the reason for their delay appears to have revolved 

around the education of their children for both families appear on the scene at the opening of 

the new Tauhoa school in July 1879. 
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In contrast, the best worked and most advanced farm in Tauhoa was that of Mr Wyatt 

who had 260 acres and by 1881 had been in the district ten years.  150 acres was forest.  The 

rest, all poor fern land, had been ploughed, and was mostly in grass.  Mr Wyatt’s method of 

getting fern land into pasture was to clear in autumn, plough up after the rain, cross-plough in 

October, harrow and burn fern-root and rubbish, made up into heaps, during the summer.  

Afterwards ridge up the land and sow about April.  A twenty-acre paddock that had been 

broken up was treated by folding 200 sheep on small sections of it each night.  Hurdles were 

used to enclose them and these were shifted every day.  The treading sheep consolidated the 

land and their droppings helped to enrich the soil. 
 

 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1865 

 

For Sale 
1882 advertisement for 92 acres at Tauhoa 

 
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast 

 

In the mean time, after something like eight years of marriage, and together with their first 

three children, Emily, Annie and Alfred, Edward and Louisa took a ‘round trip’ to England, in 

1876.  The trip may have been prompting by Edward's father who died in 1880 and perhaps 

was ill or failing.  The trip may have also been prompted by the pending marriage of Edward’s 

younger brother John to Sarah Ann Crayford. Anyway, six months after Louisa witnessed the 

marriage of Emily her sister to Robert Walker, at Cross street Newton on the 4 August, 1875, 

their names are on the passenger list of the “City of Auckland” that left Auckland on Monday, 

February 28th, 1876.  From shipping news we learn that the ship was late leaving Auckland.  

Left idle and anchored out in the harbour, the ship was not hauled alongside the wharf to begin 

loading until January 11th. By the time the ship was ready to sail the best part of 5 months 

from October through February had slipped by.  Perhaps the crew were just taking full 

advantage of the southern summer to carry out much needed maintenance or a refit. 

When we next cross their tracks it is 8 months later still as passengers on the “City of 

Auckland” returning now to New Zealand in November 1876.  In that time they would have 

circumnavigated the globe having sailed via Cape Horn to reach London and via the Cape of 

Good Hope on their return. providing them just two months in between in which to visit family.  

This trip fits neatly into the five-year gap that exists between Alfred’s birth in 1872 and their 

next child Lillian born in 1877 after their return.  Following is Captain Ralls comprehensive media 

report of their return voyage, issued after the ship’s arrival in Auckland. The ‘City of Auckland’ 

was just one of hundreds of sailing ships that made the voyage and so this report, with few 

differences, is a sort of microcosm for them all. At sometime during the 18 months following 

their return, they must have staked their farming claim in Rodney county, Northland, for the 

next time we find them it is celebrating the opening of the Tauhoa school on the 10 July 1879.  
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Vol. VII—No. 2,109 

AUCKLAND NEW ZEALAND: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1876 

Arrival of the City of Auckland 

The well-known London ship, City of Auckland, Captain George Ralls, put in an appearance at 10 o’clock 

this morning, after a smart passage of 96 days from Gravesend. She brings a full general cargo, and between 

seventy and eighty passengers, besides some prize cattle in the shape of 2 short-horn cows, 1 bull and a calf 

(born on the voyage.) Captain Ralls, who returns as hearty looking as ever, informs us that he never had a 

pleasanter passage than that he now has to report. The weather was splendid from first to last, winds 

favourable, the passengers cheerful and always inclined to make the best of everything, and his officers all 

that could be wished. Two births and no deaths occurred during the voyage. The City of Auckland, having 

15 tons of powder on board, anchored the usual distance down the harbour. She comes consigned to Messrs 

Owen and Graham. 

Captain Ralls has furnished us with the following complete report: —  

August 5th, at 2 a.m. The good ship City of Auckland left the East India Docks.  She proceeded down to 

Gravesend and took in stock and powder and embarked passengers.   

August 6th, Started from Gravesend in tow of the tug Restless. At 8 p.m., Mr Martin, pilot, landed at the Downs.  

August 7th, cast off tug, Dungeness light bearing north. Made all sail, and proceeded to work down 

Channel, wind being from the West.  

August 9th, off Beachy Head.  

August 10th, off Isle of Wight; passed the steamer Villa Bella, having in tow seven barges and screw tug, 

bound for Rio Janeiro.   

August 11th, off Start Point; a fishing boat came alongside and took our letters ashore.  This ended our 

communication with land. 

August 12th, off Eddystone Lighthouse. 

August 13th, 4 p.m. off the Lizard. From thence to lat. 16°N., long. 11°,37’W., south-westerly winds. 

August 21st, off Madeira. Got the N.E. trades in lat.33°N., long.15°,27’W.  

August 26th, long. 22°W., entered the tropics.  

August 29th, lost the N.E. trades, which proved light, in lat. 16°,8’ ling, 26°W. 

September 8th, got the S.E. trades in lat. 2°,31’N., long. 17°,43’W., wind prevailing to this having been 

very variable; mostly from the S.W.   

September 10th, crossed the equator in long. 21°,7’W. thus making the passage from the Lizard to the 

Equator in 27 days.   

September 17th, lost S.E. trades, which were very light, in lat. 19°,5’S., long. 23°,46’W., and thence to lat. 

31°,41’S., long. 22°,36’W., had light and variable winds. 

September 20th, passed out of the Tropics. 

October 6th, passed the meridian of the Cape, lat. 42°,54’S. Ran down the easting between lat. 43° and 44°. 

October 12th, experienced a very heavy gale from the east. 

November 2nd, rounded Tasmania with fine strong breeze from the southward and sighted the Three Kings 

on November 8th, at noon. 

Met with average weather in running down the easting and have no great runs to chronicle this time, the 

greatest distance being 370 miles in 48 hours.  The voyage proved a very pleasant one, with only one accident 

to mar its happiness, Edward Brannigan, aged 4, having fallen on the deck and broke his thigh, which was 

promptly set by Dr. Reid.  The passengers entered heartily into the usual amusements concerts were given, a 

newspaper published, “Box and Cox” very well rendered by Messrs A. W. Bromfield, A. D. Piper and Mrs 

Dayrell; and the weekly auction sales realised considerable sums. I cannot conclude this report without 

expressing my warmest thanks to Dr and Mrs Reid, for their kindness and attention to those who were ill 

during the passage. 

PASSENGERS 

Saloon: Mr T. H. Pile, Mrs Pile, Miss A. Pile, Master W. Pile, Miss J. Pile, Miss K. Pile, Master Tom Pile, Miss Mary 

Pile, Master John Pile, Master R. Pile and baby; Dr. A. Reid, Mrs Reid, Master Charles Reid, Master J. H. 

Reid, Master G. E. Reid, Miss A. A. Reid, Miss Edith Reid, Master F. W. Reid; Mr E. M. Jenkins, Mrs Jenkins, 

Miss Jenkins, Mr P. H. Jenkins, Miss M. E. Jenkins, Master T. E. Jenkins; Mr A. D. Piper, Mr Moller, Mrs 

Moller, Miss Moller and baby; Mr A. W. Bromfield, Mr Arthur Meyers. 

Second-class: Mr West, Mrs West, Masters Walter West, Harold West, William West, Charles West, and Misses Louisa 

West, Emily West, and Norah West; Mr Dayrell, and Mrs Dayrell, Miss O’Har, and Messrs Kemp, Cairns, and 

Balfe. 
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Third-class: Mr Harnett, Mrs Harnett, Misses Emily Harnett and Annie Harnett, and Master Alfred Harnett, Mr 

Brannigan, Mrs Brannigan; Master Brannigan, and Miss Rose Burns, Miss Shelley, and Mr. A. J. Cambridge.
 http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast 

Just two years later the “City of Auckland” went ashore on the Otaki Beach at about 9 

p.m. on October 22, 1878 and became a total wreck.  At the time of the casualty, a north-west 

gale was blowing and the weather was very thick, causing the master to mistake Kapiti Island 

for Stephen's Island, and alter the ship's course so as to run through Cook Strait.  The ship 

had on board 256 immigrants and had nearly completed her voyage from London to Napier.  

Ensuing panic among the passengers was promptly quelled by the master, who revolver in 

hand, threatened to shoot the first person rushing the boats.  The following morning, all hands 

were landed in perfect safety, a line being attached to the stern of each boat and slackened off 

as it progressed towards the shore.  In this way the boats were kept fore and aft and 

prevented from broaching to and capsizing in the heavy surf running.  

TTTTauhoaauhoaauhoaauhoa    and the and the and the and the WWWWestestestest    CCCCoastoastoastoast    (K(K(K(Kaiparaaiparaaiparaaipara))))    RRRRoadoadoadoad    

A correspondent with the New Zealand Herald submitted this report about Tauhoa in 

April 1881: — 
“The nature and quality of the Tauhoa land varies considerably.  Taking the district as a 

whole, the land is more or less broken throughout.  Level ground is the exception.  On some 

farms the ridges are steep and precipitous.  Save to a limited extent, there cannot be much 

cropping done on land so uneven.  It will have to be chiefly a grazing country.  At present a great 

many sheep are kept—flocks ranging up to 200 in number. Most of the settlers have dairies and 

have on the average six cows and upwards.  No cheese is made, fresh and salt butter being the 

product generally preferred. Maize is cultivated for seed and green stuff.  Last season no wheat 

was grown, and potatoes were not a first-rate crop.  Orchards have been receiving attention, and 

are gradually being established and enlarged, so that in time Tauhoa should be a fruit-producing 

district.  Some of the soil should be well adapted to the fruit industry.”  

“Originally forest, ti-tree or fern land, the soil varies in quality from very good to very 

bad.  There are 2000 acres of land not yet taken up.  Some of this is barren hills that do not 

appear to have any agricultural value—so bad that it is almost a shame to offer it for 

selection.  On the other hand, there is really good land at Tauhoa, especially some that had 

been bush.  Around Kikitangeo—a high hill, from which can be seen both the east and west 

coasts—is some very fine soil.” 

In light of the following report, it seems obvious that Charles Parker and Edward Harnett 

together with their families came from Auckland by coastal shipping to settle at Tauhoa in 

1878, or at the latest, the first half of 1879 before any road into the district had been built.  

Published in November 1880 in the Auckland Star, the report is about the building of the road 

from Wellsford on the main north road, westward to Tauhoa, Port Albert and the Kaipara 

Harbour.  It also highlights the opposition from local Maoris: — 

“McLean, the contractor for the Hotea bridge, has finished cutting timber out of Green’s bush 

on the Tauhoa, and has most of the timber at the bridge.  A lot of the piles are now driven in.  

The Maoris declared they would not allow this bridge to be built.  They would let it be 

constructed halfway across the river, but they claimed the other half contiguous to their 

boundary, and as the piles are about halfway across the river, so McLean considers the critical 

moment has arrived.  He is not in the slightest degree nervous but is prepared to use the whole 

tribe for ballasting purposes if they come any of their nonsense.  They threatened to throw his 

timber into the river, but he is determined that if they do they shall follow themselves.  

“Treadwell is getting on with his part of the contract.  He has cleared about a mile of 

road, laid ten chains of fascines, and built two or three small bridges.  

“The new steamer (probably referring to the “Mary Allen”), being built on the Tauhoa is 

expected to be ready for sea soon after Christmas.  

“The “Bee” (Captain Causley) has been engaged lately in transporting piles from 

Wellsford river to the Hotea, for West Coast road operations.”  

Edward with his family had already been living at Tauhoa for almost three years when in 

the “Freeholders of New Zealand” of 1882 he is listed as a settler at Tauhoa, with 240 acres 

valued at £130.  In the latter half of this year an incident involving 10-year-old Alfred took place, 
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reported later in the following newspaper clip taken from the Auckland Star dated, Tuesday 

September 26. — 

A few weeks ago, a son of Mr Harnett, on his return from Tauhoa school, was riding on a horse 

which was blind on one side.  His father had gone forward over a bad part of the road where a tree 

had fallen, and looking back, found the other horse had fallen with the child underneath it.  The 

brave little fellow exclaimed that he was not much hurt, but it was found that his leg was broken.  

Kindly help and attention was paid to the sufferer, and a neighbour (Mr Green) rode over to 

Mahurangi for surgical aid. Dr. McMurdo promptly attended, reset the imperfectly set limb, and 

the boy is progressing nicely towards recovery.  Mr Harnett speaks warmly of the kindness of Dr. 

McMurdo in coming so quickly a distance of twenty miles. 

The same column of the paper reported another very narrow escape by local settler Mr 

Ed. Witherford just a few weeks later.  As he was about to cross a deep gully his horse that was 

also blind on one side slipped into the gully.  The rider instantly sprang from the saddle to the 

side in safety while the horse went into the depths below.  While the horse was extricated without 

receiving much injury, a fall of this nature would surely have been fatal for Mr Witherford. 

City Dwellers Become City Dwellers Become City Dwellers Become City Dwellers Become CountryCountryCountryCountry    SettlersSettlersSettlersSettlers    

After their arrival in 1860, the Parker family lived in Auckland for some years where 

three more children were born, and in 1875 were residing at Cross Street, Newton.  In 1866 

an entry in a publication, the ‘Auckland Provincial Districts Highway Board’ gives Charles’ 

occupation as ‘timber merchant’.  Some eighteen years later, and certainly by 1879 however, 

they had moved to Tauhoa, on the Kaipara Harbour west of Wellsford on the main road north. 

After his arrival in this pioneer community, one of the first jobs that Charles undertook under 

the direction of Mr Allen was the building of a fifty-foot “steamboat” to provide a mail service 

with direct access to Helensville at the southern end of Kaipara Harbour. With a great deal of 

settler interest the boat was launched on Thursday, February 3rd, 1881.  

Charles commenced farming, on a property known as 'Clifton'.  He began with 24 sheep 

in 1879, and these had decreased by 3 to 21 the following year.  In 1882 Charles senior was 

listed in the ‘Freeholders of New Zealand’, as a settler at Tauhoa with 190 acres worth £135 

His son is also listed with 105 acres worth £95.  In 1883 he was employed as postmaster at 

Clifton store, Tauhoa, and where the annual meeting of the district’s householders took place.  

This appointment may have been initiated by his new son-in-law, Samuel F. Boler (mis-spelt in 

the newspaper) who married Mary Ann Parker in 1882.     

 

Edward and Louisa had their first three children in Newton, probably while still living with 

Louisa’s parents. Five years later Lillian their fourth child was also born at Newton in October 

1877 nearly a year after returning from their trip to England. Their next two sons, Henry & 

Arthur were born at Tauhoa, and perhaps May as well before they moved on.  
 

EDWARD HARNETT (-4, EDWARD-3, THOMAS-2, HENRY-1) 

Born: abt.1844 at (8 Ellington Rd.) Ramsgate, Kent, Eng. Died: 7 January 1914 & buried at Hukerenui Cemetery. 

Married: …January?, 1867 Newton, Auckland, New Zealand. 

LOUISA PARKER (–3, CHARLES-2, WILLIAM PARKER-1) 

Born:  20 January 1850; christened at St. Dunstan’s, Stephney London, Eng. Died: 8 May 1922 & buried at Hukerenui Cemetery. 

Children: of EDWARD HARNETT & LOUISA PARKER are:  

i. EMILY LOUISA HARNETT,  b.30/9/1867, Newton, Auckland; 

ii. MARY ANNE (ANNIE) HARNETT,  [1869-1941], Newton, 

iii. ALFRED EDWARD HARNETT,  [1872-1953], Newton, 

iv. LILLIAN JANE HARNETT,  b.19/10/1877, Newton, 

v. JOHN (HENRY) HARNETT,  b.2/8/1880, Tauhoa, Rodney County; 

vi. ARTHUR WILLIAM HARNETT,  b.9 July 1884 at Tauhoa, d.1961],  

vii. FLORENCE (MAY) HARNETT,  b.1887, Tauhoa? 

viii. BERTHA REBECCA HARNETT,  [1888-1967], Paiaka, Northland; 

ix. CHARLES RICHARD HARNETT,  [1890-1962], Paiaka, 
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Sometime between 1884 and 1888 Edward and Louisa moved again taking their family 

to Paiaka, near the Bay of Islands, Northland, New Zealand where their last two children, 

Bertha and Charles were born. They continued to farm here until Edward’s death thirty years 

later in January 1914.  This move brought them into contact with the Rawlings family who also 

settled in nearby Towai.  Two of Edward & Louisa’s sons, brothers John Henry and Arthur 

William married sisters Dorothy (Dolly) and Ida (Annie) respectively, daughters of Reginald 

and Mary Rawlings family.  The Rawlings family had arrived in Auckland in 1886 from Romford, 

Essex, in England and must have moved to Towai about the same time as the Harnett family.  

The following memories come from Arthur and Annie’s youngest daughter Dorothy. 

 

Family MemoriesFamily MemoriesFamily MemoriesFamily Memories    in 2007in 2007in 2007in 2007 
by youngest daughter Dorothy Margaret Tucker (nee Harnett) 

My Dad, Arthur William Harnett was born at Tauhoa, which is on the West Coast of 

Northland, 9th July 1884.  He worked in the Kauri Forest for a while, I remember seeing 

photos of him, with large Clydesdale horses or bullock teams, hauling huge Kauri logs out of 

the bush.  He also went over to Australia working in the sugar cane fields in Bundaberg.  This 

was before he married.  He also farmed on several places, but I think when they married, he 

was able to buy the small farm, (with Government help) at Ngararatunua, just seven miles out 

of Whangarei.  It was a nice little place, a small part of the hilly side, had huge, great rocks on 

it, not far from the old house.  The little country (Cranes) road goes through the farm and at 

that time led on to serve two other neighbours.  It was mainly all flat land, on the bottom side 

of the road, with a creek running along one side of it.   
 

ARTHUR WILLIAM HARNETT (-4, EDWARD-3; EDWARD-2, JOHN-1) 

Parker Lineage: (3rd. son of LOUISA PARKER-3, CHARLES-2, WILLIAM-1) 
Born: 9 July 1884, Tauhoa N.Z. d. 16 January.1961, Cranes Road, Ngararatunua, Northland N.Z.  

Married: 26 February 1913, at the Rawlings home Towai N.Z. Rev. Jasper Calder officiated. 

IDA (ANNIE) RAWLINGS, daughter of Reginald RAWLINGS & Mary SULLY who emigrated to Auckland N.Z. in 1886. 
Born: 20 May 1890; at Kamo Northland, N.Z. d. 17 July 1947, Cranes Road, Ngararatunua, N.Z. Buried at Kamo. 

Children: for ARTHUR WILLIAM HARNETT & IDA (ANNIE) RAWLINGS are: 

i. IDA (MARY) HARNETT, b.17 January 1914; 

ii. BARBARA LOUISA HARNETT, b. 4 March 1915; Northland; d. 28 July 1987, Te Puke, N.Z. 

iii. ARTHUR (ROY) HARNETT. b. 11 April 1916, 

iv. ERIC NOEL HARNETT,  b. 11 August 1917, 

v. ALAN (CLIVE) HARNETT, b. 28 October 1920, 

vi. IAN GEORGE HARNETT, b. 11 July 1922, d. 20 September 2003,  

vii. FLORENCE (BLANCHE) HARNETT,  b. 21 March 1925. 

viii. DOROTHY MARGARET HARNETT,  b. 29 November 1930, Whangarei, N.Z.  Died: 17 December 2013 

Dad was always very punctual for meals, breakfast at eight, lunch at midday, tea at six.  

He never saw the need to do anything to the house or buy any new furniture, it never had a 

bathroom or laundry and the room that was classed as the kitchen, had no sink or bench, 

washing up was done on the table in a basin, but did have a big old wood burning stove 

around which Mum toiled preparing the family meals. The washing and bathing was done out 

in a little old shed, using a copper to heat water, two old concrete tubs and a tin bath, we had 

to try and fit into! Taking a bath in that shed wasn't funny, with so many cracks in the walls!   

My Dad loved to go pheasant and duck shooting and would look forward to the 

restricted shooting season during the months of May, June and July, oiling his gun and making 

sure he had plenty of cartridges to see out the three months.  He often brought home some 

lovely, big birds.  There is nothing like smelling pheasant roasting in the oven!  Dad, of an 

evening, would often sit out on the veranda and play his little button accordion, he got great 

pleasure out of that, could also enjoy looking out over the farm and the flat swamp land, which 

stretched right up towards Hikurangi township.   
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Sometimes we used to smile, when we happened to 

be in the car, coming home from town with Dad 

driving.  He had bought what must have been his first 

and only car, a 1936-ish Ford V8 sedan, and it became 

his pride and joy. However, he would lose his 

confidence somewhat when driving up any hills. Just 

hating to change gears, he always hoped he could 

make it up in top gear. He would sit hunched over the 

steering wheel, rocking backwards and forward, his 

foot flat to the floor, willing on those horses under the 

bonnet so the car would make it over the crest.  I 

don't think it helped much!   

Dad was a hard worker, always lots to do on a 

farm, but come Sunday everything stopped.  He would make it a day of rest, get dressed up in 

his best clothes, and just relax on the veranda, or on rare occasions, would hop in the car and 

go visiting his bachelor brother-in-law, Uncle Arthur Rawlings, who also farmed, on a place, 

twenty miles further north at Paiaka.  There’s no doubt lot's more I could say, but this will 

suffice.   

My Mum Ida Annie (nee Rawlings) was a wonderful Mum, never thinking of herself, and 

lived for her family.  She knew the hardship of having no conveniences while caring for a big 

family, but still made sure she always remembered everyone’s birthday, buying small presents 

out of egg money she would save.  Christmas time she would do the same, but it wasn't 

anything very much in those days.  Mum loved to do a little fancy work of an evening, often 

having to try and see, with only a kerosene lamp burning, as it was only in later years, that we 

had electricity installed.  I don't ever remember her sewing or knitting, but she was a 

wonderful cook, even going to the trouble to make a sponge cake and scones for lunch every 

day! Because Dad expected it!   

I have photos of Mum, taken with her horse, So she must have loved riding in her 

younger days.  I also have a picture, of her nursing a cat with a dog sitting beside her, so like 

me, I think she was a real animal lover.   

We used to have a parrot, big and green, with red feathers under his wings who was a 

pretty knowing old fellow.  Mum used to stand out on the veranda and call the boys home for 

lunch or tea, and it wasn't long before ‘cocky’ had all their names off and would start calling 

them too.  He did the same with the few ducks we had.  Mum used to call out ‘dill dill’, to let 

them know it was feed time and he would copy her.   

On a Sunday night, Mum would gather us around and we would sing some of the old 

favourite hymns.  Blanche would play the old piano, as she had had a few lessons, then Mum 

would read a chapter out of the Bible.  I don’t remember if she prayed or not.   

I wish I could remember more, but I will finish with the words Mum had written on a postcard, 

along with a photo of herself, taken with a pussycat on her knee and a dog near by, she wrote 

the following message.  This card was sent to Dad, when he was over in Australia, sometime 

before they were married. 

My Dear Arthur, My Dear Arthur, My Dear Arthur, My Dear Arthur,     
Just a card ,to wish you every success in Just a card ,to wish you every success in Just a card ,to wish you every success in Just a card ,to wish you every success in     
Bundaberg, I hope you will not laugh at this. Bundaberg, I hope you will not laugh at this. Bundaberg, I hope you will not laugh at this. Bundaberg, I hope you will not laugh at this.     
Hoping you are quite well dear, and that you Hoping you are quite well dear, and that you Hoping you are quite well dear, and that you Hoping you are quite well dear, and that you     
will write soon. will write soon. will write soon. will write soon.     
I remain,       Yours forever,       Ida.I remain,       Yours forever,       Ida.I remain,       Yours forever,       Ida.I remain,       Yours forever,       Ida.    
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Mum and Dad married on 26th. February 1913. Mum died aged 57 - 17th. July 1947, and 

I was only a little over 16, at the time.  Dad died aged 76 on 16th. February 1961.  Both are 

buried just out of Whangarei at the Kamo Cemetery, Northland.   

My sister Mary, was the eldest of the family, a very pretty little girl she was, with thick, 

long black hair and deep blue eyes.  Of course, I can only go on seeing photos of her, because 

she would have been about to leave home, around the time I was born.  All the family left 

school, as soon as they reached leaving age, which was 15.  Mary would have found a house-

keeping job, around the district somewhere, then later on, found her way down to Pukekohe.  

We had Uncles and Aunts on Mum’s side of the family living in that area.  To the best of my 

knowledge, she would have found employment at various house-keeping, jobs until she 

married and took up farming with her husband Jack Chamberlain at Bombay.   
 

 
Mary on her 7th birthday with her 3mth. old brother Clive January 1921 

 

Mary loved gardening, loved buying plants to put in, especially roses.  After her 

husband, Jack died, she moved from Bombay Hill, to a small unit in Papakura, where I do 

believe she had more than fifty rose bushes planted.  I think sometimes she got so engrossed 

in gardening, she even forgot to knock off and go inside and have some lunch!  She died here 

23rd. October 2001.   

Barbara too, ended up living in Pukekohe, where both she and Mary became regular 

attendees at the Pukekohe Revival Mission, an independent Pentecostal church. It was at this 

church that Mary met and married Jack Chamberlain in 1939. Barbara worked for a Doctor 

Begg, in Hall Street, housekeeping and minding their children.  Barbara liked sewing, so 

eventually she and a friend, Dorothy Little, set up and ran a small ‘cottage’ dressmaking & 

sewing alterations business for some years.  Before she left Pukekohe, she worked a number 

of years at ‘Overingtons’, a Haberdashery and ladies-wear shop on the corner of King and Hall 

Streets.  She married late in life and moved to Te Puke to farm there with her husband David 

McFarlane until she died 28th. July 1987.   

Roy, my eldest brother, left school at the ripe old age of 15 and found various farming 

jobs around the district.  He was called up to join the Army when World War II broke out, and 

served in the Pacific.  He came back safe and sound and not long afterwards, he met and 

married Margaret Ferris.  Soon after, Roy was offered Uncle Arthur’s farm, up at Paiaka, North 

of Whangarei, which he purchased through soldier settlement rehabilitation.  Quite a few years 

later, he was able to buy his deceased Uncle Charlie Harnett's farm, after he passed away.  It 

actually joined onto Uncle Arthur Rawlings place, so it gave him a good-sized property.  

Margaret was a real farm lover helping Roy with almost everything that had to be done, and 

was always in the cow shed, night and morning.   
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Roy had a loving, gentle nature and used to spoil me, when I was a little girl.  Every 

time he came home he always brought me something, like chocolate roughs or an Eskimo pie.  

Those sorts of things were not bought too often those days.  Roy died farming 4th. April 1990.   

Eric, my second eldest brother, had various farm jobs around our home-farm area, he 

was called into the army too, but didn't go overseas because he was classified as not fit 

enough, because of his flat feet that couldn't stand up to long route marches.  Eric married 

Isabel Ferris, (Margaret's sister) and they farmed a small place, not far out of Rawene.  He 

worked for the Council as well, grading the metal roads in the area. Isabel would do the 

milking at night, and Eric arrived home in time to finish off.  He also worked in the local 

grocery store for a while, in Rawene.  It was built over the water on poles and while shopping, 

you either saw mud flats or seawater through the gaps between the floor boards, depending 

on the tide.  Eventually, Eric, Isabel and family moved to Whangarei, where Isabel worked at a 

sewing factory.  Eric worked at the local Dairy Factory, until retirement and later died 1st. 

August 1999.   
 

 
Arthur & Annie with the four eldest of their eight children; Barbara is leaning on her dad’s shoulder,  

while Eric has pride of place on dad’s lap. Mary is sitting in the middle next to her eldest brother Roy. 
 

Clive did farm work too, after leaving school, then was also called into the Army.  He 

went overseas and served in the Middle East during World War II, getting wounded once, but 

fortunately not seriously.  When he returned home, Clive had a small farm, up near Roy’s 

place, on which he ran dry stock.  Several times, he drove stock down to the Kamo sale yards.  

I helped him once and it was a fun experience for me, because I loved riding and was only 15 

or 16 at the time.  Clive kept two or three cattle dogs.  One was wire-haired and mustard 

coloured and he clipped it once, leaving it bushy round the neck and face and a bushy bit on 

the end of it's tail.  What a joke it was! It looked so real, people actually thought it was a 

miniature lion!  Not long after his return from overseas Clive met and married Fay Furniss at 

Pukekohe, and over the next few years they took on several share-milking jobs.   
 

 
Clive and Ian in the army about 1940 
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Clive’s last farm was at Ararimu.  It was from here God called him to be a preacher of 

the Gospel, in full time Ministry, firstly at Mount Maunganui, and later at Greerton.  When Clive 

and his family were still at the Mount, he got the idea of the ‘printed page’, and that’s where 

Eric my husband came into the picture.  He asked Eric and I if we would be interested in 

moving down to the Mount, to start a printing operation.  We believed it was the Lord calling 

us into a Ministry for Him, so we sold our little house we had built at Tuakau and moved down 

to Mount Maunganui.  Clive bought a printing press and that’s how the ‘Midnight News’ got 

started.  Eric also helped with Ministry.  Clive eventually moved to Christchurch where he died, 

5th. October 1993.   

Ian, my youngest brother inherited and lived on the ‘home farm’ at Ngararatunua all his 

life, and never married.  He milked a small herd of cows for a few years.  As he got older, Ian 

began breaking up the farm into small lots and gradually sold most of it off.  He still lived in 

the old home-stead, until he passed away.  Once or twice, when he wasn't well, he was placed 

in a Rest Home, but he hated it, so always seemed to be able to get himself out again.  For all 

those years of living on his own and not really looking after himself very well, he still lived to 

the ripe old age of 81 and died 20th. September 2003. 
 

  
Blanche Dorothy 

 

The last two members of the family, Blanche and I were very close, even though there 

was about six years between us.  She was still at home for a short while after Mum died in July 

1947 aged 57, but then got a house keeping job.  She loved sewing, made dresses etc, for us 

both, also did a little knitting and needle work, was a good cook too.  She was very good-

hearted and would love doing things for people or helping out where there was a need.  We 

shared looking after the old home, after Mum went, but I always had a greater love for the 

out-doors.  Later Blanche followed her older sisters to Pukekohe and there married a recent 

arrival from England, Arthur Wilcox.  They initially set up home in Tuakau, but eventually went 

south to live at Tauranga where Blanch died 28th. May 1990.   

Kid's had to amuse themselves those early days, but we were on a farm, so it wasn't all 

that hard to find something to do or play with.  I was only about four years old, when, one 

day, Dad brought me home a dear little Shetland pony, given by, or bought from one of the 

neighbours.  I loved that little pony, she was so quiet, I could do anything with her, even 

sometimes lead her right through the house and round the veranda.  Her name was ‘Queenie’ 

and I don’t think there would have been a day go by, without me riding her, I cou1d always 

trust her, would never run away from me, only remember once falling off her and that was 

when she unexpectedly put one of her front legs in a hole, in a hay-paddock, when I was 

galloping up it.  My goodness, I would have been broken-hearted, if she had broken her leg.   

When I grew a little older, I used to trim and file her hooves, also brush her all over. In 

the winter time, her hair was long, but come Summer, she would change her coat and it would 

be short and shiny. She looked her best then, glistening in the sun.  I rode Queenie till I was 

about twelve or thirteen, and I sought of out-grew her then.  Dad finally gave her to one of the 

neighbours, who had children, but it was sad really, as they didn’t look after her, didn't seem 

to know anything about horses, and let her hooves get terribly long. I’m not sure if she just 

died of old age or if they had her put down, but she sure was the joy of my life, when I was a 

little girl.   
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Of course, there were nearly always some puppies to play with and in the spring, calves 

as well.  My brother Ian would pick me out a nice one, to take to ‘Calf-Club Day’.  Dad used to 

use draught horses on the farm, and I could handle them pretty good too.  Once or twice, 

there was a foal born.  One night after school, when I was a teenager, I went over to a 

paddock, where a mare and her foal were.  The foal was very quiet and I was stroking her, 

then I got the bright idea to jump on her back.  She wasn't old enough to be broken in and 

nothing or no one had been on her back! She thought, “I'll get rid of this thing on my back”! 

and took off down the hill, straight for the fence!!  How I managed to stay on, I will never 

know, but I did, although it gave me a huge fright.  It must have showed for Mum wanted to 

know what the matter was, when I walked in the door.   

I really hated having to attend ‘High School’, as it was called back then.  I had to walk to 

the top of our metalled road and catch the rural bus, to travel the seven miles, into Whangarei.  

So, if I could find a way to get out of going, I would!  Wet mornings served the purpose very 

well.  I would dawdle along, as slow as I could, so as to get as wet as I could!  The only 

common-sense thing to do, was go home and of course, this is what I did.  Dad and my 

brother Ian were busy at the cow-shed, and wouldn’t even give it a thought, to run me out to 

the bus stop, so I would enjoy a nice day at home.   

Years went by and I got a bit tired of being at home, not being paid very much, so I 

managed to get a job on a poultry farm, in the Henderson area, near Auckland.  I had to mix 

the meal to feed them, also collect the eggs, help clean and box them up.  First thing in the 

mornings, two cows had to be milked.  There was a little shed to put them in, equipped with 

bails, etc., a small milking machine, as well as a very small separator.  The cows were very 

quiet and easy to handle, and I enjoyed the work.  Unfortunately, the man I worked for wasn't 

very nice, so my stay in that job wasn’t long.  Afterwards, I returned home for a while, then 

eventually went and stayed with my sister Blanche.  From there I obtained work in a Medicine 

factory, making all sorts of tablets, etc.  I worked on a conveyor belt, counting and bottling all 

the different tablets.   

In between working at the chicken farm and getting the job at the ‘Nyle Company’, when 

I was back at home for a while, Eric, my then, future husband and one of my nephews, Noel 

Chamberlain, came up to the farm for a holiday.  That was when Eric and I became attracted 

to one another.  After he went back home to Pukekohe, we corresponded with each other, then 

I eventually moved down to the Pukekohe area, and boarded with my eldest sister, ‘Mary’.  

She and her husband Jack and family lived on a farm in Bombay, not far out of Pukekohe.  So, 

our relationship blossomed and we eventually married and I became Mrs Eric Tucker.  In 

moving to Pukekohe, I worked at Dowd Association on the finishing and quality control table.  I 

still worked at this underwear factory, for two or three years after we married, before moving 

to Mount Maunganui.   

My Dad, Arthur William Harnett was still living when we married in 1959.  He passed 

away two years later aged 76 on the 16 January 1961, ending a generation and an era.   

Note: Dorothy passed away and was buried at Tauranga, 19 December 2013 aged 83. 
 

  
Arthur William Harnett & Ida Annie Rawlings 26 Feb.1913 Arthur Jack Chamberlain & Ida Mary Harnett 12 April 1939 
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LAST WILL & TESTAMENT OF CHARLES PARKER SENIOR [1824 – 1895] 
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NEWSPAPER CLIPS 
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast 

An Insight into Edward Harnett’s Work as a Constable in the Auckland Police Force 
 

 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1864 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
After a lengthy report we arrive at the following… 

 
AUCKLAND, JUNE 27, 1865 
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AUCKLAND STAR – Paper Clips 
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast 

Tauhoa’s New School, New Public Library New Fifty Foot Steamer & Mail Service 
 

Thursday, July 10th, 1879 

 
Thursday February 24th, 1881 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Following are the measurements of the new 
screw-steamer “Mary Allen”: Length: 52 feet; 
Beam: 10 feet; Depth of Hold: 5 feet; Engines: 
10-horse power: The boat is fitted with con-
venient cabins fore and aft, is strongly built 
and designed especially for the trade between 
Tauhoa and Helensville. 

 

Tuesday March 22nd, 1881 
THE MAIL SERVICE 
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Newspaper Clips 
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast 

The following local reports tell us something about the activities of Edward Harnett’s Family, 

settled in the district of Paiaka, Northland, adjacent to Towai, Hukernui, Hikurangi.  

 

 
ESTABLISHED 1874 (to 1925) 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 5, 1913  
THE LARGEST PAPER WITH THE LARGEST CIRCULATION NORTH OF AUCKLAND 

PUBLISHED DAILY—ONE PENNY 

Towai – From our own correspondent 

During the past week an interesting event has taken place in the Towai settlement, being 
the marriage of Miss Ida Rawlings to Mr Arthur Harnett of Paiaka.  The parents 0n both 
sides are well known to all in the surrounding districts, and the young people themselves 
are universally liked and respected.  Invitations were given to a dance to be held on the 
24th Feb., and the response to this showed the favour and respect in which both Mrs and 
Mr Rawlings and the young people are held.  Most of the settlers turned out.  About one 
hundred and fifty were there to partake of the hospitality provided.  Dancing started about 
9 p.m. Mr Norman Rawlings acted as M.C.  The music provided was excellent, Mrs 
MacKearney being the pianist.  The hall was tastefully decorated, and this together with the 
light dainty dresses of the ladies had a most pleasing effect.  The Presents were displayed 
upon the platform and were many and useful.  Short speeches were made by Mr Jim Brock, 
Mr Ted Brock and Mr Millar and responded to by Mr Rawlings and Mr Arthur Harnett.   

The marriage took place at the home of the bride on Wednesday, the 26th Feb., at 12.30 
p.m., the officiating clergyman being the Rev. Jaspar Calder, of Whangarei.  The guests 
present were chiefly relatives connected with the two families.  The bride was given away by 
her father.  She was daintily attired in, white silk with the usual veil and orange blossoms.  
The bride was supported by her sister, Miss Greta Rawlings.  Mr Alan Rawlings acted as 
best man.  Mr Calder gave a little sermon which had both the practical and religious side to 
it.   

Breakfast followed.  Many toasts were called and responded to in hearty fashion.  At 5 p.m. 
the bride and bridegroom left by the evening train for their, honeymoon, which will be 
spent in Auckland and Rotorua.  The bride was becomingly attired in a dark navy costume 
and beehive hat.  The whole company turned out to the station to see them off and to wish 
them good luck and happiness.  They will return and take up their future abode in the 
surrounding district.  
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The Northern Advocate > 
Thursday, February 13, 1919  

TOWAI SHOW WINNERS  

SHEEP.  

(Judge: W. Atkinson, Waimate North.)  
Romney Ram.— Harnett Bros. 1 and 2. (Henry & Arthur) 
Romney Ewe. -- Harnett Bros 1 and 2. *" 
pen Fat Wethers.-— L. Irving 2.  
Pen Fat Ewes. — P. C. Going 1 and 2.  
Pen Fat Lambs.— Harnett Bros.  

COOKERY.  

Six Scones.— Mrs W. E. Wright 1, Miss B. Going 2.  
Rainbow Cake.— Miss B. Going.  
Pound Cake.— Miss Going 1, Mrs A. W. Harnett 2. (Ida Annie) 
Currant Cake.— Miss Going 1, Mrs J. Brock 2.  
Sponge Cake.— Mrs J. Brock.  
Seed Cake.— Mrs Dawson 1, Miss B. Going 2.  
Madiera Cake.— Mrs J. Brock 1, Miss B. Going 2.  
Ginger Cake.— Miss Going 1, Mrs J. Brock 2.  
Birthday Cake.— Miss Going.  
Plum Pudding.— Mrs A. W. Harnett 1, Mrs J. Brock 2.  
Apple Puff Paste.— Miss G. Rawlings 1, Mrs F. C. Elliott 2. (Greta) 
Jam Sandwich.— Mrs A. W. Harnett 1, Mrs Blagrove 2.  
Jam Roll.— Mrs F. C. Elliott 1, Mrs A. W. Harnett 2.  
Shortbread.— Miss Going 1, Mrs Young 2.  
Six Sweet Currant Scones.— Mrs W. Forsyth 1, Miss B. Going 2.  
Jam Tarts.— Miss G. Rawlings. (Greta) 
Currant Buns.— Mrs E. Brock 1, Mrs F. C. Elliott 2.  
Sample Jelly.— Mrs J. Brock 1 and 2.  
Sample Jam.— Mrs E. Brock 1, Miss M. Going 2.  
Three Kinds Jam.— Miss M. Going 1.  
Sample Marmalade.— Mrs E. Brock 1, Miss Going 2.  
Coloured Jelly.— Mrs J. Brock 1.  
Pickled Onions.-— Miss Going 1.  
Bottle Pickles.— Miss Going 1.  
Local Wine.— H. Harnett 1, Mrs J. Brock 2. (Henry) 
Hen Eggs.— Mrs R. O. Cotterill 1, Mrs E. Brock 2.  
Chutney.— Miss Going 1, Mrs Dawson 2.  
Apple Sauce.— Mrs F. C Elliott 1, Miss Going 2.  
Loaf (Snowdrift flour). — Mrs Blagrove.  
Loaf (Champion flour). — Mrs W. Wallace.  
White Bread.— Miss Going 1, Miss Blagrove 2.  
Brown Bread.— Mrs Wallace.  
Loaf, girl under 16.— Miss M. Going.  
Scones (Champion flour). — Mrs W. R. Forsyth  

Ladies Work. (2 of numerous categories) 

(Judges: Mrs Hodge and Miss Clark Walker) 
Cushion (any kind) – Miss Goodhue 1, Mrs R. Rawlings 2. (Mary Allum) 
Ribbon work –  Mrs A.W. Harnett (Ida Annie) 
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A CRICKETING FAMILY 

The Northern Advocate > 
Thursday, April 10, 1919 

Cricket: Paiaka vs Riponui 
A cricket match was played at Paiaka  

last Saturday, between Paiaka & Riponui,  

the home team winning by 14 runs.  

RIPONUI—First Innings. 

G. Kerr, b W. Wallace . . . . . . 9 

F. Attwood, b W. Wallace . . . 2 

T. Kerr. c F. Rusk, b W. Wallace 11 

W. O. Clark, c A. Cotterill, b H.  

Harnett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

G. King, c and b H. Harnett. . . 12 

J. King, b W. Wallace . . . . . . . 1 

W. Kerr, b W. Wallace . . . . . . 4 

R. Attwood, b H. Harnett . . . . 0 

H. Attwood, b H. Harnett . . . . 2 

P. Thorburn, b W. Wallace . . . 5 

E. Thorburn, not out . . . . . . . . 6 

Extras:      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Total: . . . . . . . . . 56 

Bowling analysis:    H. Harnett 4 wickets  

for 14, W. Wallace 6 for 89. 

PAIAKA—First Innings. 

W. Wallace, c and b 'I'. Kerr . . 3 

L. Wallace, b G. Kerr . . . . . . . . 7 

H. Harnett, b T. Kerr. . . . . . . . . 3 

F. Rusk, b G. Kerr . . . . . . . . . . 1 

A. Harnett, b T. Kerr . . . . . . . . 0 

__ Martin, b T. Kerr . . . . . . . . . 0 

O. Cotterill, b G. Kerr . . . . . . . 2 

A. Rawlings, b G. Kerr . . . . . . 4 

L. Rusk, b T. Kerr . . . . . . . . . . 0 

A. Cotterill, not out . . . . . . . . . 2 

J. Bartlett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Extras:   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Total  28 

Bowling analysis: T. Kerr 6 wickets  

for  8  runs,  G. Kerr  4  for  15. 

 

 

RIPONUI—Second Innings. 

T. Kerr, c L. Wallace, b W. Wal- 

lace . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

P. Thorburn, c and b W. Wallace  7 

G. Kerr, b W. Wallace . . . . . . . 0 

G. King, b W. Wallace . . . . . . . 4 

W. O. Clark, l.b.w., b W. Wal-  

lace. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

F. Attwood, b H. Harnett . . . . . 4 

J. King, b H. Harnett . . . . . . . . 7 

W. A. Kerr, c A. Cotterill, b H.  

Harnett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

H. Attwood, c O. Cotterill, b  

Harnett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

R. Attwood, not out . . . . . . . . . 1 

E. Thorburn, b H. Harnett . . . . 0 

Extras: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Total: . . . . . . . . . . . 54 

Bowling analysis: H. Harnett 4 for 13.  

L. Wallace 1 for 4. Martin 0 for 4,   

A. Harnett 0 for 10, O. Cotterill 0 for 7,  

W. Wallace 5 for 14.  

PAIAKA—Second Innings. 

W. Wallace, run out . . . . . . . . . 5 

A. Cotterill. b by G. Kerr . . . . . 0 

H. Harnett, b G. Kerr . . . . . . . . 1 

L. Wallace, b G. Kerr . . . . . . . . 0 

F. Rusk, b G. Kerr . . . . . . . . . . 17 

A. Harnett. b G. Kerr . . . . . . . . 5 

L. Rusk, b G. Kerr . . . . . . . . . . 4 

__ Martin, c T. Kerr, b G. Kerr  9 

J. Bartlett, b G. Kerr . . . . . . . . 11 

A. Rawlings, not out . . . . . . . . 24 

O. Cotterill, b G. Kerr . . . . . . . 7 

Extras: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Total: . . . . . . . . . . . 96 

Bowling analysis: T. Kerr 1 for 27, 

G. Kerr 9 for 38, J. King 0 for 25. 
 

This match was played at Paiaka, Northland, New Zealand in the late summer of 1919. 
Featuring in the Paiaka Eleven were the following people. 
1.  Arthur William Harnett  
2.  John Henry Harnett – his older brother with a reputation for being “quite a cricketer.” 

Known to have lived on Jericho Road at Pukekohe East, before moving to Christchurch 
in the 1940’s. 

3.  Arthur Corban Rawlings – their brother-in-law who remained a bachelor. Henry 
Harnett married his sister Dorothy Dolly Rawlings in 1910, and Arthur Harnett married 
another sister Ida Annie Rawlings in 1913.  

4.  William Wallace – a brother-in-law who married Arthur’s sister Lillian Jane Harnett in 
1898.  

5.  William Lorie Wallace – William’s eldest son born in 1901 was also a team member. 
6.  Brothers, A. Cotterill – and…  
7.  O Cotterill – were related by marriage with an older brother Edwin Brayford Cotterill 

married to another of Arthur’s sisters, Florence (May) Harnett in 1904. 
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It is apparent that the team was very much a family affair with no less than seven of the 
eleven members of the Paiaka team connected by blood or marriage. 
 
A couple of the original score books, have passed down through the Wallace family from 
William to Lorie and then to Hugh, brother-in-law to Keith Osborne who first supplied this 
newspaper cutting and whose wife is a member of the Wallace family. 

 
 

The Northern Advocate > 
Saturday, May 13, 1922  

OBITUARY. 

MRS EDWARD HARNETT (nee Louisa Parker) 

Mrs E. Harnett, late of Paiaka, passed away on Monday at her sister's home (Mrs Litton) at 
Tauhoa.  The remains were taken to Hukerenui yesterday and interred in the Hukerenui 
cemetery, the Rev. C. E. Nicholas conducting the service.  Mrs Harnett had lived at Paiaka 
for about 26 years up till the time of the death of her late husband, (Edward Harnett) some 
eight years ago.  She and her late husband brought up a family of four sons and five 
daughters, all of whom are alive and are living in various parts of the district.  Mrs Harnett 
had not ailed to any extent, though for a few months prior to her death she was not quite as 
well as usual.  She was 72 years of age at her death.  The deceased was held in very high 
respect by all who knew her, and a large number of floral wreaths, the gift of her many 
friends, were laid on her grave.  
P.S. I have not been able to find an obituary for Louisa’s husband Edward Harnett who 

died Wednesday, January 7th, 1914 and is also buried at Hukerenui cemetery.—ijc.  
  

The Northern Advocate > 
Friday, March 20, 1914 

TOWAI SHOW WINNERS  
It appears that Reg Rawlings and son-in-law Henry Harnett were both serious contenders 

in the fruit section. 
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News, Advertisements and Listings relating 

to the sale of the Harnett brothers, and I 

presume their parent’s,  

Edward & Louisa Harnett’s 

property at Paiaka, Northland in 1920. 
  

  

6 AUGUST 1920 

 
 

 

6 AUGUST 1920 

 
  

 

17 AUGUST 1920 
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18 AUGUST 1920 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 SEPTEMBER 1920 
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Following is a local newspaper report of an Autumn wedding between Arthur Jack 

Chamberlain and Ida Mary Harnett that took place on the 12 April 1939. 
 

The Franklin Times 

Pukekohe Wedding in Masonic Hall 

CHAMBERLAIN—HARNETT 

BRIDE FROM WHANGAREI 

GOWN OF IVORY ROSE LACE 

The Masonic hall, Pukekohe, was the scene of a pretty wedding recently (12 April 1939), 
when Miss Ida Mary Harnett, eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs A. W. Harnett, Whangarei, 
was married to Mr Arthur J. Chamberlain, younger son of Mr A. J. Chamberlain, and the 
late Mrs Chamberlain, of Bombay.  

The wedding was solemnised by Mr R. A. Lewis, Pukekohe. Mrs G. S. (Lucy) Rawlings, 
aunt of the bride, playing the wedding music.  

The hall was beautifully decorated with punga (native tree fern) fronds and autumn 
flowers.  

The bride, who was given away by her uncle, Mr J. H. (Henry) Harnett, Pukekohe, wore 
a beautiful ivory rose patterned lace frock over ivory satin. The close fitting bodice was 
made with a ruching front, the square neck being finished with a spray of orange blossoms. 
A long sash was worn, the skirt falling to form a fan-shaped train. Her ivory tulle veil, 
forming a second train, was caught to the head with a coronet of orange blossom. She 
carried a beautiful sheaf of water lilies and ferns. 

The bridesmaid was Miss Barbara Harnett, sister of the bride, whose full length frock 
was of pale pink georgette over satin. The bodice was finished with a pink and mauve 
spray, and a mauve sash. Her large straw hat was trimmed with matching ribbon and 
flowers. She carried a bouquet of pink and mauve sweet sultan carnations and maidenhair 
fern.  

Mr W. Peters, (from) Tuakau, was best man.  
 

THE RECEPTION 

HELD AT PUKEKOHE EAST 

The reception was held at Mr J. H. Harnett’s residence, (Jericho Road) Pukekohe East, 
Mrs A. W. (Ida Annie) Harnett receiving the guests wearing a black silk crepe de chine 
frock relieved with white, under an edge-to-edge crepe de chine coat. Her shoulder spray 
was of autumn flowers and maidenhair fern.  

The room was tastefully decorated with streamers and wedding bells. A feature of the 
table was the beautiful three-tiered cake made by the bride’s mother, and iced and 
decorated by an aunt, Mrs B. (Greta) Parker, Pukekohe.  

After the reception, the happy couple left on their honeymoon to the South Island, the 
bride wearing a navy tailored costume, a navy veiled toque, and accessories to tone.  
 


